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NEXT GENERATION
The Royal Agricultural Society of the
Commonwealth is a confederation of over 50
leading national and regional Agricultural Show
Societies, Agricultural Associations and Research
Bodies working in 20 Commonwealth countries. The
RASC recognizes the importance of supporting
young leaders in the Next Generation (NG).

● A mission is held in each intervening year
with the biennial Commonwealth
Agricultural Conference (CAC).
● The first Understanding and Assistance
Mission was in 2007 to Zambia, followed by
Papua New Guinea in 2009.
● The last was to Singapore and India in
2011. The highlight of the mission was the
Inaugural Warangal Agricultural Show setup and show day.
● In celebrating agriculture and the rural way
of life promoting a sustainable future in the
industry is key.
● “Mission Diary Books”, a collection of
personal experiences, thoughts and
lessons learned from each NG throughout
this adventure are sold online, and also
available in eBook for iPads.

Ongoing efforts have been made to promote the
development of the NG Programme which now
includes a growing membership of over 200
delegates from across the Commonwealth, under
the age of 40.
● The title,‘Understanding and Assistance
Mission’, reflects the opportunities for
individuals to gain insight into a country’s
culture and economic development while
offering assistance in sharing their knowledge
and skills.
● NG leaders are selected from diverse
agricultural backgrounds representing both
developed and developing countries, with equal
participation of young male and young female
leaders.

● The Commonwealth Foundation assisted
the 3rd Mission with over £10,000 of funding
which allowed participation by 6 fully
funded developing country delegates. The
Mission is to be used as a success story to
advertise effective Commonwealth
Foundation grants. The RASC has been
asked to consider applying again for future
Missions.
● At the Zambia Conference, over 20
Zambian Next Generation Farmers were
present. As a result, a Young Farmers
Network in Zambia is on the cards, as well
as potential links that could be facilitated for
exchanges through the RASC’s Pan
Commonwealth networks.

McLoud Kayira and Gloria Kasongo both work in
Malawi and are employed as Agricultural Extension
Officers. They will work with Next Generation
Facilitator, Leona Dargis on the 2013 Mission.
The RASC Member Society, the National
Smallholder Farmers Association of Malawi
[NASFAM] will be key in planning the Mission.
Empowerment and Productivity Improvement for
Smallholder Farmers is the key factor to poverty
alleviation in Sub Saharan Africa.
The next generation team and NASFAM will work
on:
● Infrastructure improvement in rural areas and
identifying which items of infrastructure will
most benefit rural farming communities
● Finance availability for emerging farmers and
best practice in obtaining and managing
finance.
● Improved extension services is paramount for
small scale farmers. Agricultural Shows are an
excellent vehicle to encourage excellence in

Agriculture through competition, and
providing a forum for training from extension
officers who otherwise struggle to maintain
contact with the huge numbers of farmers in
their district of responsibility.
● Improved awareness of animal husbandry
issues and veterinary awareness in areas
where these services are often non-existent.
● Better understanding of the effects on
farmers of global trade and agricultural
policy
●

The RASC is also well connected with other
organisations working in Malawi. The
Mission seeks to connect with these to
broaden their influence.

The Mission concept is now receiving acclaim in
many quarters for its ability to deliver real benefits
to rural communities in developing countries in a
way that bolsters their pride without being
associated with aid handouts.

A
THANKYOU
by Michael Lambert
It is with very great sadness that Philip Bolam the
Hon. Press Secretary of RASC has decided to retire
from his role with the Society after nearly a decade
and a half.
Philip studied agriculture at Newcastle University
during the war. In 1947 he joined the newly formed
NAAS (National Agricultural Advisory Service) in
Northumberland working in both Hexham and
Berwick upon Tweed. Having made a mark for
himself he was recruited by Emrys Jones to go as
deputy to Derek Barber in Gloucestershire in 1958.
From there he was to go to Norfolk in 1963 and
finally to London in 1968 to head up the Advisory
Services in the South West of England.
In 1973 Philip was recruited by my father Henry
Lambert to head up and greatly expand the
Agricultural division of Barclays Bank. Philip was to
remain in that position until 1989 by which time
Barclays was the No 1 financier of agriculture.
Barclays had a large overseas division with strong
representation in the Commonwealth and Philip was
asked to advise on agriculture in a number of
Commonwealth countries. Philip’s association with
RASC started in 1980 through his connection with
RASC Hon Secretary Frank Francis. Frank was also
the CEO of The Royal Association of British Dairy
Farmers and Philip served on the RABDF council.
Philip’s interest in RASC grew and, when my father
was involved with the bank, Philip persuaded
Barclays Bank to generously sponsor a number of
RASC conferences.
On his retirement from Barclays Bank Philip
devoted more time to RASC affairs and became
Hon. Press Secretary in 1990 a role he was to hold
until December 2012. Philip attended every RASC
Conference from 1992 until the Edinburgh
Conference in 2010. He was involved in many
Commonwealth Associations and worked tirelessly
to promote RASC within the Commonwealth and
the Agricultural industry worldwide. His presence in
London meant that he attended many
Commonwealth functions and he was very much
the face of RASC. He will be much missed, but has
agreed to continue to work in a consultative role in
the future. Thank you Philip for all you have done
for RASC. You will be sorely missed.

REVIEW: 9 BILLION PEOPLE WILL MAKE UP THE WORLD POPULATION IN
2050. TO FEED THEM, GLOBAL FOOD PRODUCTION PROBABLY NEEDED
TO INCREASE BY AROUND 70%.

Africa's role in world food production was the central
theme of the RASC’s 25th conference, held in Zambia
in September. The conference explored the challenges
facing the world as it struggles to provide food for its
expanding populations from resources that face pressures from often conflicting demands.

● Competition for land use - in forestry and agriculture - attention must be given to practical integration.
● Competition for cereals for bio fuel production or
a basic food for people and livestock needs addressing.

● 9 billion people will make up the world population
in 2050.

THE EU’S GREENING PROPOSALS HIGHLIGHT THE CRITICAL
IMPORTANCE OF THE ENVIRONMENT IN A GLOBAL CONTEXT.

● To feed them, global food production probably
needed to increase by around 70%.

No aspect of food production can avoid the issue of GM crops, which continues to be the major concern of many
people.

● Africa’s contribution and role in this impending crisis is massive.
● Food insecurity has its most severe impact
amongst poor populations in low income countries, as many in Africa are.
● In sub-Saharan Africa, 80% of Africa's agricultural
goods were produced by small farms
● There are 80 million small farmers across the Continent who must develop to meet the challenge.
● Zambia’s Vision 2030 strategy aims to make Zambia a middle-income nation, with an economy
based on industry.
● Increased agricultural productivity is key, but lack
of investment and extension for smallholder farmers is a big issue.

● Many anomalies beset world food production systems
● The European Union proposes to take 8% of land
out of production. “When food production has to
increase to feed a burgeoning world population,
how do you explain that to a starving child?"

● Can we afford not to use GM? Large areas of production could be decimated with the extreme weather
patterns we have experienced in recent years.
● If changes continue optimal yields are absolutely vital
The perceived competition between agriculture and the environment in the EU is also problematical.
● Greening proposals highlighted the critical importance of the environment in a global context.
● Necessary environmental objectives must be achieved in conjunction with 'sustainable agricultural production' and not 'in opposition to it'.
● The unarguable trend of future world food requirements must enter the debate if we are to minimise child
starvation and child malnutrition.
● The world has made great improvements, but greater efforts will be needed to cope with the future expanding population.
● Farmers, environmentalists and politicians must gather round the same global table to reach effective conclusions on the future of agricultural production.

THIS YEAR, NEW TRUSTEES HAVE BEEN APPOINTED TO
CONTINUE THE INVALUABLE WORK OF THE NEXT GENERATION

●

●

Aged 39, and a partner in the
family dairying business with parents Alan
and Mary. Their 1200 milkers are carried
on a 500ha grazing platform. Involved in
Welsh Agricultural politics.Chairs Wales
YFC Rural Affairs committee and Future
Farmers of Wales Club. Vice-Chairman of
CCF, Wales’ largest farmer owned supply
co-operative. Presents a weekly farming
show on Radio Pembrokeshire.

Represented the
Royal Welsh Agricultural Society at the
2010 conference in Edinburgh, the
Understanding and Assistance Mission to
Singapore and India last year and this
year’s Zambian Conference.

●

Left school at 16 to milk the
family’s 230 cows. After an HND at the
Welsh Agricultural College and 12 months
in New Zealand, spent time in Canada
before a Nuffield Scholarship took him to
New Zealand, Australia, USA and Ireland.

●

Traditional and social media
networks to disseminate information and
knowledge gained from travel and
discussion throughout the
Commonwealth.

LOUIS FELL:
NEXT GENERATION TRUSTEE
Became a NG trustee for a few years
before taking over as a Trustee on behalf
of the RASE.
●

●

Aged 32 and about to get
married, so big year in 2013! Lives in
Northumberland and is a partner in a firm
of Land Agents in the North East.

●

Involved with the
RASC since the Conference held in New
Zealand in 2008 and in Edinburgh in 2010.

●

Studied at the Royal
Agricultural College in Cirencester.
Actively involved with the Royal
Agricultural Society of England. Chief
international steward of the Royal Show,
until it ceased a few years ago organised activities for VIPS from around
the globe at the show.
NG's have so much to learn
and to give to grow into leaders in the
agricultural sector. Wants to develop the
NG's within the UK and RASE, as well as
abroad.

ANNA PLAYFAIR-HANNAY:
NEXT GENERATION TRUSTEE
Zambia last year, through the Border
Union Agricultural Society. Has met many
life long friends and contacts from all over
the Commonwealth as a result.

●

24 years old. Has completed the
MDS graduate training programme and now
works for Marks & Spencer as an Agricultural
Technologist.

●

Attended the RASC
conference, in Edinburgh & conference in

●

Born and brought up on a
Pedigree Aberdeen Angus, Beef
Shorthorn, sheep and arable farm in
Scottish Borders. Studied Agriculture
Business Management at Newcastle
University.

●

Using knowledge of the
agricultural and food industry and the
information from the conferences to move
sustainable agriculture forward. Hopes
experiences in the RASC will help and
motivate others to have a career in the
agri-food sector across the globe.

Chief Executive of the Royal Ulster Agricultural
Society since 2006. Experience includes industrial
management, labour relations, commodity trading,
technical sales and marketing, web-based sales,
innovation/product development, project management
and strategy. Responsible for delivering the RUAS’s
strategic aims for a Centre of Rural Excellence at
Balmoral Park, Lisburn.
●
Gave a joint paper at the 2010
conference in Edinburgh and led the strategy workshop
at the 2012 conference in Zambia.
●
Chartered civil engineer with first class
honours in civil engineering from Queens University
Belfast. Worked for Belfast Harbour Commissioners,
then consultants WDR & RT Taggart before moving to
career in agribusiness with grain importers W & R
Barnett.
●
Being an ambassador of agricultural best
practice - and fostering long term relationships that
enable knowledge transfer to stick by letting people
discover for themselves how another has achieved
similar aims. Wants the RUAS to be one of the first to
twin with a Commonwealth partner with a view to build a
partnership.
●

ALLAN MURRAY:
TRUSTEE
Age 62 and married to June with four children
and three grandchildren. In the farming industry all his
life and lives on an arable farm near Kelso in the Scottish
Borders. Represents the Borders on National Farmers
Union - is the Borders Chairman and a council member.
●
Involved with the Royal Highland
Agricultural Society of Scotland as a Director since 1992
and Chairman from 2006-08. Re-elected Chairman in
2012.
●
Set up the Scottish Countryside Alliance,
and was the director for seven years. Worked in the
food industry as a primary producer and co-founded
Scotland's Food Fortnight which is a celebation of food
held in the month of October.
●
Sharing information on all aspects of
Agriculture and Food production and promoting the
Society at every opportunity.
●

HONORARY FELLOWSHIPS
The RASC has awarded Honorary Fellowships to two of of
its members - Margaret Collinson and Anthony
Pemberton.
Margaret has been a member of the Royal Ulster
Agricultural Society for over 50 years. In 2000, she
became its first Lady President. Her efforts were further
recognised when she was awarded an OBE in 2001.
Her first involvement with the RASC was in 1998 when
she attended the Darwin Conference, and she hasn’t
missed one since. When the RASC became a company
limited by guarantee in 2004, Margaret was one of the
founding Trustees. She has decided not to put her
name forward for re-election but this will not mean she
will be idle as she is currently the Chairperson of the
Northern Ireland Federation of Women’s Institutes.
● Antony has been involved with the RASC for many
years and was one of the advisory panel employed
before the Board of trustees was constituted about 12
years ago. He hosted visits during the first conference
held in England after RASC was formed. Antony was a
Trustee for a time. Still a council member, he has been
a very generous benefactor of RASC supporting NG’s
on a number of missions and conferences.

AGRICULTURE AND ENTERPRISE IN A CITY STATE WITH
FEW LAND RESOURCES

PRINCE CHARLES VISITS
“AFRICAN VILLAGE”

I have just visited Singapore where the RASC will hold its 2016 Biennial Conference, the first time the
conference will have been held in Asia.
As many people will know, as a result of rapid population growth and urbanisation, there is very little agriculture
left in Singapore. However RASC members, the Kranji Countryside Association (KCA), are fighting to keep what
agriculture still remains. In the North West of the island there is a wide diversity of agriculture and horticulture,
mostly on a small scale but intensively and efficiently run. Some 30% of Singapore’s eggs are supplied by one
of the KCA members and there is a thriving fish farming industry off shore between Singapore and Malaysia.
Other enterprises include intensive flower growing, goat farming and frog farming!
Most of these enterprises are open to members of the public through the Kranji Countryside Association’s
countryside trail. This allows members of the public to have a day out in the countryside and learn something
about where their food is produced. This is very much the brain child of Ivy Singh Lim, the head of the KCA,
whose own farm is open to the public offering seminars and courses to school children and people who want to
know more about agriculture.
Delegates to the 2016 Conference will have the opportunity to see all of this and learn what it is really like to
farm on the urban fringe.

BUILDING BRIDGES WITH LARGEST NON-MEMBER
COMMONWEALTH NATION
During my recent visit to Singapore I also visited
Malaysia. Malaysia is one of the largest
Commonwealth countries where RASC does not
have a member, something we hope to remedy
shortly.
There had been a major agricultural show held in
Kuala Lumpur, the Malaysian capital, since 1922
during the time when Malaysia was still a British
colony. Called the MAHA (Malaysian Agricultural,
Horticultural and Agrotourism Show) it ran until
the 1980s when it finally closed.
However under the guidance of the Ministry of
Agriculture and Agro Based Industry’ the MAHA
Show was revived in the 1990s. Learning from the
experience and having extensively researched the
Royal Shows in Australia and the UK, the MAHA
Show follows a very similar format to these
shows.

attracts in excess of 3 million visitors making it
one of the largest agricultural shows in the world.
The showgrounds just outside Kuala Lumpur
cover over 200ha and have similar exhibits to the
UK and Australian shows but with a tropical bias
and have areas for crops, machinery, livestock
and technical exhibits. Each of the provinces of
Malaysia has a permanent stand showing its own
produce and showing visitors something of the
tourism in each area.
There is a strong educational theme to the show
and entry is free to everyone. The show is mainly
funded by the 2000 plus trade stands who pay to
exhibit and sell their products and services along
with some funding from the Agricultural Ministry.
RASC is planning a pre conference tour of
Malaysia before the 2016 Conference in
Singapore and we plan to visit the MAHA Show.

Prince Charles, the Prince of Wales, ignored the wet
weather as he paid a visit to the African Village which
had been specially constructed for the East of
England Show in Peterborough in 2012. It was built
by the Marshal Papworth students currently studying
in the UK and all the committee members. The
Prince was welcomed by a group of drummers from
Malawi. The group played him a welcome song and
the Prince performed a jig, much to the delight of the
crowd.
One of the drummers, Maurice Mantchombe, said:
“This was a traditional Malawian welcome. The
Prince seemed to like it and I’m really glad. The
lyrics said ‘welcome Prince Charles, we are happy
you are here’. He was dancing at one stage so I
think he must have been having a good time.”
The Marshall Papworth trust was set up in 2001,
using a bequest from Marshall Papworth who had
died in an air accident. Beneficiaries from the trust
receive scholarships to study agriculture at British
Universities and Colleges. The RASC works closely
with the trust and the students who benefit from its
scholarships.

Running for 10 days at the end of November and
the beginning of December this biennial show

Are you [or do you know] a writer who is under 18? Are you interested in the world around you? Do you
want your voice to be heard by others? If so, the Commonwealth Essay Competition, run by the Royal
Commonwealth Society, is definitely for you. The RCS encourages you to be creative in your response to
our topics. You can submit a poem, letter, article, story, essay or even a short play.
We are repeating the details here to encourage young farmers and others in member societies to enter
[and win!] Over a thousand entries were received by the RCS last year, some of whom may have been
Young Farmers who didn’t admit it!
The Junior Competition is for anyone under 14, and the Senior Competition is for 14-18 year olds.
The theme is Opportunity through Enterprise The Closing date is 1st May 2013. Would be entrants should
go to the RCS website for full details. Follow the link - http://www.thercs.org/youth/429

Following the retirement of Philip Bolam, the post
of Hon. Press Secretary has been taken up by
fellow trustee, Simon Orpwood. The Assistant
Press Secretary is Barbara Huddart. Barbara is
from a farming background in Northumberland
and works with many agricultural and rural
enterprises.
Any ideas or content for the newsletter or the
website should be e-mailed to
barbara@glendalepr.co.uk

The web is the first and main point of contact and information for a growing majority. So the RASC is about to
redesign its website in order to broaden its impact and appeal. We want to focus on the way the society works
and engages with agriculture across the world, and to encourage the interactive involvement by members and
visitors to the site. We will have the new website up and running by the AGM in March. If you have any thoughts
and ideas that would help us please e-mail barbara@glendalepr.co.uk. The new web address will be
www.therasc.com.
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